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Title Reading strategy Observed behavior of student Beginning 
to use the 
strategy

Sometimes 
uses the 
strategy

Often
uses the 
strategy

Has 
mastered 
the strategy

Emergent Stage: Guided Reading Level C (3 – 4)
Mi caballo Matching one to one Does the student read one word for 

each word on the page?

La carrera de 
autos

Recognizing some  
high-frequency words

Can the student point to  
high-frequency words in the book?

La frutería Using the photographs to 
identify unknown words

Does the student use photographs  
to read unknown words?

Las bananas son 
lo mejor

Using initial letters to solve 
unknown words 

Does the student use the first letter  
of an unknown word to read it?

Ganadores Matching each word read with 
each word on the page

Does the student point to and read 
the words on the page?

El conejo y el 
zorro

Locating an unknown word in 
the text

Does the student re-read to find an 
unknown word?

En el bosque Locating known words in a text Can the student point to a known 
word in the book?

Encontrar 
alimento

Locating known words in a text Can the student point to a known 
word in different places in the book?

Los hermanos 
mayores

Self-monitoring – going back 
and checking after making an 
error

Does the student re-read to check if 
an error was made?

El gato y el ratón Self-monitoring – going back 
and checking when unsure of 
what comes next 

Does the student stop when what 
was read did not make sense?
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Title Reading strategy Observed behavior of student Beginning 
to use the 
strategy

Sometimes 
uses the 
strategy

Often
uses the 
strategy

Has 
mastered 
the strategy

Buscar animales Recognizing the pattern of the 
book

Does the student recognize the 
pattern of the book?

¿Dónde está 
Rana?

Matching the text and the 
pictures

Does the student match the text to  
the pictures?

Sorprendentes 
partes de 
animales

Locating known and unknown 
words

Can the student point to known 
and unknown words throughout the 
book?

La tortuga está 
atascada

Using pictures to solve unknown 
words

Does the student look for clues in the 
pictures to read the text?

La gran caja Self-monitoring – being able to 
point to each word that is read

Does the student match what was 
being read with the author’s words?

El pirata Sam Self-monitoring – being able 
to use what has been read to 
check for meaning

Does the student notice that there 
were some patterns in this book and 
use them to make sense of the story?

Llegó la niebla Crosschecking – knowing when 
the words have run out and 
checking cues to find the right 
place in the text

Does the student go back and  
re-read when the words being read 
did not match the words in the book?

Perdidos en la 
niebla

Crosschecking – looking at 
letters to help predict the words

Does the student check that the 
words being read had the right 
letters?

En la granja del 
abuelo

Crosschecking – checking that 
the sounds heard in the word 
match the letters in the word

Does the student think about what 
would make sense and then read  
the sentence again?

Una nueva 
granja para Vaca

Crosschecking – after an initial 
wrong reading response, a 
second attempt is made

Does the student reread to make sure 
that the sounds and the letters match?
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Title Reading strategy Observed behavior of student Beginning 
to use the 
strategy

Sometimes 
uses the 
strategy

Often
uses the 
strategy

Has 
mastered 
the strategy

Emergent Stage: Guided Reading Level D (6)

Mira mi ropa Using the photographs to 
identify unknown words

Does the student look at the pictures 
to read unknown words?

¿Dónde está mi 
madre?

Cross-checking the picture with 
what makes sense

Does the student look at the picture 
when the reading does not make 
sense?

¿Qué comen los 
murciélagos?

Self-monitoring – checking that 
the words match

Does the student check that the letters 
in the word match the sound?

El almuerzo del 
gran murciélago

Self-monitoring – checking that 
what you read makes sense

Does the student make sure that what 
was read makes sense?

Nidos de 
hormigas

Crosschecking – after making an 
error the reader is able to check 
one cue against another

Does the student check what is  
being read?

¿Dónde está mi 
nido?

Crosschecking – checking that a 
word looks right

Does the student think about what 
made sense when checking to see if 
the words being read had the right 
letters? 

Muchas patas Crosschecking – making sure 
that the word sounds right

Does the student make sure that what 
was read sounds right?

Las mejores patas Searching the text for syntactic 
cues – language structure 

Does the student know to make their 
reading sound right?

Mi diario de 
campamento

Searching for cues in the text – 
using meaning cues

Did the student make sure that what 
was being read made sense?

Un mono en el 
campamento

Searching for cues in the text – 
using visual cues 

Did the student make sure that the 
word being read looked right?
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Title Reading strategy Observed behavior of student Beginning 
to use the 
strategy

Sometimes 
uses the 
strategy

Often
uses the 
strategy

Has 
mastered 
the strategy

Tortugas Predicting what word will come 
next

Does the student predict what word 
will come next while reading?

Un hogar para la 
tortuga

Cross-checking the picture with 
what makes sense

Does the student look at the picture 
when the reading does not make 
sense?

Hagamos el baile 
del mono

Using initial letters to solve 
unknown words

Does the student use the first letter 
when encountering new words?

La danza del 
monito

Matching the text and the 
pictures

Does the student match what they are 
reading with the pictures?

¿Qué soy? Searching – after an error has 
been identified, the reader tries 
to work out what has gone 
wrong

Does the student search the words in 
the text and the photographs to help 
correct errors? 

Rena crece Searching – re-reading a 
passage and thinking about 
what would make sense

Does the student pause and search in 
the pictures and text?

Arañas Searching – when an error is 
perceived, searching the page 
and reading again, asking 
oneself what would make sense?

Does the student notice when a 
mistake was made? Re-read the 
sentence and think about what would 
make sense.

Una buena 
trampa

Searching – using the 
information on the page to 
correct errors

Does the student think about what 
was being read and make sure that 
the words and the photographs 
match? 

En movimiento Self-correcting – finding an error 
and correcting when prompted

Can the student correct errors when 
prompted?

El auto del abuelo Self-correcting independently Does the student correct errors made 
without prompting?
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